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SHAPE FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: CDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, UR, US 

SUBJECT: MORE SOVIET PRESS ATTENTION TO SALT 
REF: A. MOSCOW 18264 (1974); B. MOSCOW 1439 

1 . G.A. TROFIMENKO, CHIEF OF THE FOREIGN POLICY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE USA INSTITUTE AND A STRATEGIC EXPERT, 

ADDS HIS BYLINE TO THE FLURRY OF SOVIET PRESS COMMENTARIES 
ACCOMPANYING THE RECONVENING OF THE SALT NEGOTIATIONS. WHILE 
SAYING NOTHING PARTICULARLY NEW ON SUBSTANCE, 

TROFIMENKO'S ARTICLE IN PRAVDA FEBRUARY 4 IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE 
OF THE SOVIET EFFORT TO BROADCAST PUBLICLY THAT PROGRESS IN THE 
STRATEGIC AREA IS KEEPING THE MOMENTUM OF U.S.- SOVIET DETENTE 
GOING. TROFIMENKO MADE THE SAME POINT IN A TV NEWS COMMENTARY 
SEVERAL NIGHTS AGO. 

2. TROFIMENKO BEGINS HIS PRAVDA ARTICLE BY CITING A 
NUMBER OF U.S. NOTABLES (INCLUDING SENATORS CHURCH, BROOK, 

MANSFIELD, SPARKMAN AND STENNIS) ON THE VIRTUES OF THE 
VLADIVOSTOK UNDERSTANDING, WHICH (HE SAYS) IS SEEN BY MANY 
AMERICAN FIGURES AS LESSENING THE RISK OF NUCLEAR WAR AND 
FURTHERING THE DETENTE PROCESS. INDEED (HE CITES AMERICAN 
POLITICAL CIRCLES AS SAYING) STABILIZATION OF THE MILITARY 
BALANCE CAN LEAD TO THE SWEEPING AWAY OF OBSTACLES AND DIFFI- 
CULTIES "STILL EXISTING IN CERTAIN OTHER ASPECTS OF MUTUAL 
SOVIET-AMERICAN ACTIVITY." IN ADDITION TO THIS INDIRECT 

REFERENCE TO THE BILATERAL TRADE SETBACK, TROFIMENKO ALSO GOES BEYOND 
THE 

PURELY STRATEGIC RELATIONSHIP AT THE END OF HIS PIECE WHEN 
HE SAYS THAT THE SOVIET UNION "FIRMLY ADHERS TO THE COURSE 
OF DEVELOPMENT OF SOVIET-AMERICAN COOPERATION ON A PRINCIPLED, 

EQUAL BASIS." 

3. LIKE OTHER SOVIET COMMENTATORS, TROFIMENKO DEVOTES A 
GOOD DEAL OF POSITIVE ATTENTION TO THE KENNED Y-MONDALE- 
MATHIAS RESOLUTION. HE CALLS IT MUCH IMPROVED OVER 
EARLIER VERSIONS, IN THAT ITS ATTENTION TO THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
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OF VEADIVOSTOK HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED. TROFIME KO QUOTES 
THE RESOLUTION'S LANGUAGE TO THE EFFECT THAT THE 
VLADIVOSTOK AGREEMENT MUST LEAD TO FURTHER LIMITATIONS 
AND TO REDUCTIONS; HE ALSO MENTIONS REDUCTIONS IN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE NEW NEGOTIATIONS TO BEGIN NO LATER THAN 
1980-81. 
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DECEMBER (REFTEL A) TROFIMENKO HAD NOTED THE "TERRIBLY 
HIGH" NUMBER OE MIRV'S PERMITTED AT VLADIVOSTOK; 

THE CURRENT PRAVDA ARTICLE 
IN CONEORMITY WITH THE PUBLIC 

SOVIET LINE, DOES NOT MENTION NUMBERS EXCEPT TO SAY 
THAT A CEILING HASBEEN SET ON BOTH DELIVERY VEHICLES 
AND MIRV'S. TROFIMENKO INCLUDES THE OBLIGATORY 
PARAGRAPHS CRITICAL OP SENATOR JACKSON: HOWEVER, UNLIKE 
DMITRIYEV IN IZVESTIYA LAST WEEK (REPTEL B), TROPIMENKO 
DOES NOT REPERE TO EPPORTS (BY JACKSON OR ANYBODY ELSE) 
TO USE THE CURRENT GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS TO LOWER THE 
VLADIVOSTOK CEILINGS. 
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